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God the Father speaks the following words to
Catherine...

When my only-begotten Son returned to
me forty days after his resurrection, this bridge
was raised high above the earth. For he left your
company and ascended to heaven by the power of
my divine nature to sit at his eternal Father’s right
hand. On the day of his ascension the disciples
were as good as dead, because their hearts had
been lifted up to heaven along with my Son, who
is Wisdom. So the angel said to them: “Do not
stay here, for he is seated at the Father’s right
hand.”

When he had been raised on high and re-
turned to me, his Father, I sent the Teacher, the
Holy Spirit. He came with my power and my
Son’s wisdom and his own mercy. He is one thing
with me, the Father, and with my Son. He came to
make even more firm the road my Truth had left
in the world through his teaching. So though my
Son’s presence was no longer with you, his teach-
ing—the way of which he made for you this lovely
and glorious bridge—remained, as did his virtues,
the solid stones grounded in that teaching. First
he acted, and from his actions he built the way.
He taught you more by example than with words,
always doing first what he talked about.!

The Holy Spirit's mercy confirmed this
teaching by strengthening the disciples’” minds to
testify to the truth and make known this way, the
teaching of Christ crucified. Through them he re-
proved the world for its injustice and false judg-
ments.? But I will tell you more about this injus-
tice and judgment later.

I have told you this so that no darkness
should cloud the minds of those who hear it. So if
anyone should say, “I can see the truth of this:
that the body of Christ has been made a bridge by
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Taken from the Dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena
Translated and edited by Dr. Suzanne Noffke, O.P.
Section 29, Pages 68, 69 and 70

1 Actsll
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the union of the divine nature with the human.
But this bridge ascended into heaven and left us
behind. He was a way for us and taught us the
truth by the example of his own habits. But what
remains for us now? And where can I find the
way?”—I will answer anyone who is duped by
such foolishness.

The way that he taught and about which I
have told you has been verified by the apostles
and proclaimed in the blood of martyrs. It has
been lighted up by the doctors, attested to by con-
fessors, and committed to writing by the evangel-
ists. All of these are living witnesses to the truth
in the mystic body of holy Church. They are like
lamps set on a lampstand? to point out the way of
truth, perfectly lighted, that leads to life. .....

........ So first I made a bridge of my Son as he
lived in your company. And though that living
bridge has been taken from your sight, there re-
mains the bridgeway of his teaching, which, as I
told you, is held together by my power and my
Son’s wisdom and the mercy of the Holy Spirit.
My power gives the virtue of courage to those
who follow this way. Wisdom gives them light to
know the truth along the way. And the Holy
Spirit gives them a love that uproots all sensual
love from the soul and leaves only virtuous love.
So now as much as before, through his teaching as
much as when he was among you, he is the way
and truth and life —the way that is the bridge
leading to the very height of heaven. In May we
have the Feast of the Ascension and the Pentecost.
These profound words of the Father found in Cath-
erine’s “book” should lead us to read further.

Mrs. Karolyn Whitney Smith, O.P.

kwsmith@optonline.net

2 Jn.16:8
3 Mt 5:15
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Pleasing
Preaching

Here is an example of preaching in a small way. Re-
gion 2, Corpus Christi Pro-Chapter (#213) which meets
in Brooklyn, NY. The group is a good example of how
even very small chapters can continue to meet faithfully
and effectively over time. The president is John Regis
Hollick (regisdesign@earthlink.net).

This short history of Corpus Christi Pro-Chapter,
Brooklyn, N.Y. is witnessing the Dominican way.
Their stable growth is an inspiration to us all. It all
began on June 21, 1985, at a study day for Region
IT held at Mount St. Mary's Motherhouse, the
Motherhouse of the Dominican Sisters of New-
burgh, N.Y.

The purpose of the day was to study the New Rule
for the Dominican Laity just approved by the Holy
See. It was during this weekend that two Private
Members, Deacon John Flannery and Mr. John Re-
gis Hollick came to know each other and to dis-
cuss the possibility of forming a chapter within
Brooklyn. With this in mind and encouragement
of Fr. Joseph Allen, O.P. the two Johns met for
lunch in New York City on August of 1985. The
two men decided to set September 8, 1985, the
Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary as
a day for the first meeting and to invite the people
of St. Charles Borromeo parish (Brooklyn Diocese)
to join them.

Several people came to the first Evening Prayer
and the meeting that followed. Only two of those
who came showed any real interest in our way of
life. These two became part of the pioneering
group. It was decided at this meeting that the
group would meet on the second Sunday of every
month in the afternoon. The group has met every
month since then.

From the very beginning the new Formation Pro-
gram and its material have been used. One of the
new members, Kate O'Hogan, began her postu-
lancy at the next meeting and with her we were all

postulants again. During Kate's novitiate another
person joined us. Lucien Bonifacio began his No-
vitiate when Kate made her First Promises.

In October of 1985, after the meeting of the Do-
minican Family at which time the Master General
of the Dominican Order, Fr. Damian Byrne, O.P.
was present, the first three members gathered at
the apartment of John Regis and chose to have the
Chapter be known as Corpus Christi. As a special
charism of the Chapter, the members determined
that each member would spend an hour each
month before the Blessed Sacrament as a Holy
Hour at a time that was convenient to them.

Having the good fortune of a librarian, Kate
O’Hogan, as a member, we undertook as a chapter
apostolate the creation of a library open for use by
the parish, which is housed in the common room
of the parish rectory. It contains books on a wide
variety of spiritual topics, including the Church,
encyclicals of the Popes, the Dominican Order,
catechesis, spiritual classics and lives of the saints,
just to name a few.

Over time our membership grew to two perpetu-
ally professed members, two in temporary profes-
sion, one novice, and one in the inquiry stage.

Corpus Christi Pro-Chapter continues to meet on
the second Sunday of every month at 3:00 PM in
the afternoon at St. Thomas Aquinas Church, 249
Ninth Street (at 4th Avenue), Brooklyn, New York.

AD MULTOS ANNOS
By Deacon John Flannery

Note: The group has remained small but stable
over the years, testifying to its members' long-term
commitment to Dominican life. An increase in
member numbers would permit advancement to
chapter level.

Many thanks to Corpus Christi Pro-Chapter’s
President, Mr. John Regis Hollick, O.P.
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Project OPUS
Continued from page 12

N.B. Laity: Sr. Janet will be convening an editors’
meeting for Vol. 2 in July 2009 at Dominican Uni-
versity, and would like to invite an interested
member of the Fraternities of St. Dominic to con-
sider becoming part of the editorial group,
whether attendance at the July meeting is possible
or not: if you would like to know more, contact Sr.
Janet Welsh, O.P., at
The McGreal Center
Dominican University
7900 W. Division Street
River Forest, IL 60305
Tel.: (708) 524-6677
e-mail: mcgrealcenter@dom.edu
I will also be happy to supply background infor-
mation.

Anna M. Donnelly
donnella@stjohns.edu.
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S.0.S.

PRAYERS FOR OUR SISTERS &
BROTHERS IN THE CONGO

Dear Joyful Ones,

We are all witnesses of the difficult
situation in the Congo where so many persons
(among whom are Lay Dominicans!) have
been displaced from their homes. We can
imagine all other ills attached to this situation:
no schooling, no Church Services, raping,
wide spread of diseases etc., etc.

In these circumstances, we the Lay Do-
minicans in Africa raise a very, very loud
alarm inviting all our Lay Dominicans across
the Continents, plus the ENTIRE Dominican
Family to stand up as ONE person with our
Rosaries before the Blessed Sacrament, ask-
ing Jesus and His Mother, Mary, to do some-
thing very special for each one of those Re-
sponsible for bringing about lasting Peace to
the Congo.

Sincerely yours in Sts Catherine & Dominic,
Joyful Marcus of Jesus and Mary

AL

s
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Is there room in the inn?

Following in the tradition of St. Dominic who
traveled to bring the Gospel to others, we
modern day Dominicans also travel and at
times require assistance with accommoda-
tions. If you are willing to offer a room, a
couch, an air mattress on the floor, or just ad-
vice on where to go and what to see, please
email Faith, eLumened@verizon.net, or tele-
phone Raimondo (617) 472-4446.

We'd like to set up a “tree-like” list of places to
stay, or people that will help in the Province of
St. Joseph. This will come in handy when we
have a need to be in a particular area, and
also wish to do some Dominican things. |
know when the Magnificat Pilgrimage was in
Boston, we were able to accommodate Lay
Dominicans who wanted to attend.

Sometimes when a friar is invited to your
chapter, he may need a place for over night
accommodations. When Fr. David Kammler,
OP, International Promoter for the Laity, was
visiting, we made arrangements for him to
stay in a local rectory. When the editor of Jus-
tice & Peace was on retreat in Massachusetts,
we found a chapter meeting for him to attend
on his way home. This is what we’re trying to
do. Please help.

Answer to Puzzle on Page 15
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Amen
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Vital Signs & Veritas

By: Dr. Karen D. Poehailos, O.P.
kdpoehailos@comcast.net

This column will be a place to learn more
about medical ethics (or other topics) that
will help us to preach in the marketplace.

Condoms and HIV

The recent trip of the Holy Father to Africa
brought international attention to use of condoms
in preventing HIV transmission. He commented
that the use of condoms would aggravate or in-
crease the AIDS problem, and immediately was
taken to task by the press. An editorial in the New
York Times on March 18 admitted he was right
that condoms alone would not prevent spread of
HIV, but criticized his comment that condom use
aggravates the epidemic. HIV/AIDS advocacy
groups immediately jumped to the conclusion that
once again the Catholic Church is out of step with
the times.

So where is Veritas here? Admittedly, condoms
do reduce the rate of transmission of HIV by 80%
at an individual level. However, condoms then
give a false sense of security. Nobody seems to
remember the 20% for whom condom use will fail,
and the partner will acquire the virus and then
possibly AIDS. Then sexual relations with multi-
ple partners doesn’t seem to be so big a risk, and
persons will engage in more risky behavior with a
condom as their “insurance policy.”

The director of the Harvard AIDS Prevention Re-
search Project, Edward Green, PhD, is an authority
on the topic. An admitted liberal, he was inter-
viewed by Christianity Today, and the interview
was posted on their website on March 20. Dr.
Green stated that the Pope was right and the best
evidence supported his comments—that in coun-
tries in Africa, there is no evidence that promoting
condom use alone has reduced HIV infection at

the population level. This finding has been re-
ported by major medical journals since 2004.

In countries where emphasis has been placed on
monogamy and fidelity, notably Uganda, there
has been a decrease in HIV infection. However,
when emphasis on monogamy declines in these
countries, the rates climb again.

We are indeed doing a disservice to place the em-
phasis on providing more condoms in Africa or
other countries where HIV is a major problem for
its population. At a population level, this is doing
harm —more people are getting infected because
they feel freer to take chances with flimsy protec-
tion. Promoting monogamy and fidelity is actu-
ally the right answer.

No, the Catholic Church is not out of step with the
times. A Catholic adage in health care is “good
morals equals good medicine.” It’s still true. Veri-
tas wins.

Internet Newsletter of the Province of St. Joseph

T K TS ST K XTI KT f\i‘%\"

% Dominican Formation
(rg Aquinas Institute of Theology

@ Formation for Dominican Laity, @
(‘/3 Associates and Friends @
R R
® June 11—June 14, 2009 %
% Thurs. —Fr. James Motl, 0.P, Sr. Carla Mae Streeter, O.P, g
@ Fr. Thomas McDermott, O.P. — Introductions %
® Fri. —Sr. Carla Mae Streeter, 0.P, t/:%
% Dominican Spirituality, Challenges, Study, etc. %
@ Sat. — Fr. Thomas McDermott, 0.P, %
@ Saint Catherine of Siena @
% Sun. — Discussion, Open Forum, Mass g
@ $525 includes lodging, meals, programs g
% Contact: Aquinas Institute of Theology %
@ 23 S. Spring St. 5
® St. Louis, MO 63108 Q
(@ (800) 977-3869 @
A admissions@ai.edu )
& @ 5
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Dominican Rule &
Commentary

By: Mr. Raimondo Di Bona, O.P.

Rule 21

a. Alocal Fraternity is governed by a President
who assumes the full responsibility for direc-
tion and administration.

b. The Council is elected for a specific time and in
the manner established by particular Directo-
ries. The President is elected by the councilors
from among the members of the Council.

The Rule is specific in stating that a Frater-
nity (chapter) is governed by a President - AKA
Moderator or in the past Prior/Prioress. The Presi-
dent is not to govern autocratically as he/she has a
Council to assist in this task. In Dominican life
there is no place for fiefdoms. To the contrary, ef-
fective governing is characteristic of democratic
principles, openness, and dialogue which are the
means of a well run chapter.

The particular Directory of Lay Fraternities
of St. Dominic is drawn from the Constitution,
Rule, and Declarations and previous approved
Provincial norms. It provides the guidelines for
the implementation of these documents in the life
of individual members of the chapter and Prov-
ince. It is the codification of rules, regulations and
practices pertaining to Fraternities in a particular
Province. It may also refer to a chapter policy di-
rectory having its own Norms.

Some of the concerns, the Directory ad-
dresses are as follows: Member of Chapter Coun-
cil, its officers and their duties, the duties of the
Chapter Council, its officers and their duties,
guidelines for nominations and elections, and
delegates to regional council.

To help you understand the importance of
correct governance in the Dominican Laity, the
following thoughts are offered for reflection:

1. The Chapters of the Order, though subject
to the jurisdiction of the Order, do enjoy
the autonomy proper to laity according to

which they govern themselves. (Rule 15).

2. It should be understood that chapter mem-
bers do not vote for council officers at the
general chapter election. They elect mem-
bers who will serve on the Council. The
Council membership elects the officers.

3. The office is not sought, no one “runs” for
leadership positions, but community calls
forth its leadership, asking it to serve.

4. The General Chapter of Caleruega (1995)
speaks about the function of democracy in
the life of the community when it says: “In
society democracy is often simply a matter
of finding the will of the majority. One
votes with the purpose of winning, of hav-
ing one’s opinion determine the course of
things. The goal of our democratic process,
however, is to come to a consensus be-
tween the members of the community or
what is the common good. There is not a
government and an opposition. We all
share the same way of life and we try to
determine that is best for the mission the
Order and for the life of the community. It
takes longer, as we often experience with a
sense of frustration, but the result binds the
community together!” (# 122.1)

The Chapter speaks about dialogue as nec-
essary to the survival and spiritual prosperity of
the community. It says: “Our democratic process
requires the participation of all, an openness and
readiness to let go of one’s privileges and to accept
personal sacrifices. On the other hand, it should
not dampen personal initiation; on the contrary we
have to be ready to take initiatives to make things
move and bring the best of ourselves to the com-
mon good. But that does not mean doing what we
want, and presenting to the community an accom-
plished fact.” (124, 2a)

Finally, the Chapter states that self interest
or self will is not the principle in this dynamic
when it says: “Our democracy cannot function
without the art of dialogue...One has to listen to
what the others want to express without imposing
on them preconceived opinions, and one is not to

Continued on page 21
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One of the nice traditions in the Domini-
can Family is our regular prayers for our
dead. Please have a Mass celebrated for all
the deceased members of the Dominican Laity
in the Province of St. Joseph, U.S.A., and in
particular for our brothers and sisters below.

I also ask everyone to pray one Rosary for our
deceased members:

NAME: Ms. Norma Tate, O.P.
CHAPTER: Corpus Christi Pro
LOCATION: Portsmouth, N.H.

LIFE PROMISE: August 20, 2000
DATE OF DEATH: March 26, 2009

NAME: Ms. Lenore Gewinner, O.P.
CHAPTER: Mother of God Chapter, #103
LOCATION: West Springfield, Mass.
LIFE PROMISE: May 3, 1998
DATE OF DEATH: March 31, 2009

Please remember our sisters, Norma and Lenore,
in your prayers. Have a Mass celebrated for all
deceased members of the Dominican Laity in the
Province of St. Joseph, U.S.A. Please send the
names and dates of members who have died to
elumened@verizon.net, so that they can be in-

cluded in our continued prayers for the dead.

Our Lady,
Queen of the Most Holy

Rosary, pray for us.

Our Holy Father Domi-

nic pray for us.

St. Catherine of Siena,

pray for us.

May 2009

Carina DeGuilio was RECEIVED into the Domini-
can family, #204 St. Catherine of Siena Chapter
Staten Island, N.Y., on March 21, 2009. Her name
in the Dominican Family is Sister Patricia Marga-
ret.

She celebrated this special day with her imme-
diate family and friends, along with the members
of the chapter. Margaret Caterina (Sister Zachary)
Chapter President performed the Rite of Reception
with the presentation of the Book of Holy Scrip-
ture and then the Dominican Pin. Father Mario
presided at the Mass of Carina's Reception.

Mother of God Chapter, West Springfield, Mass.,
Final Promise Anniversaries for May 2009:

5 Years: May 2004: Mary-Rose Hurley Landers,
Patricia Mary O'Donovan

10 Years: May 1999: Candida Booth, Mary Gre-
aney, Shirley Anne Hebert, Valmore
Hebert, Bea Rush, Jane Trevethan

15 Years: May 1994: Ellen Doyle, Jane Hendrick

20 Years: May 1989: Jeannette Boucher, Helene
Delisle, Ray Delisle, Ruth Devine,
Simone Letendre

25 Years: May 1984: Ilyne Fagnant

Continued from page 20

repeat endlessly the same arguments, once they
have been expressed and understood by the oth-
ers. One has to let go of one’s personal agenda.
The practice of such dialogue, in which one af-
firms oneself while at the same time respecting the
others,” requires affective maturity. (124.2b)

In concluding this commentary, I suggest
you read the letter of the former Master of the Or-
der, Rev. Timothy Radcliffe, OP, in which he
wrote to all Dominicans on Dominican Freedom and
Responsibility.
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Question of Faith

Question. What is the difference between a Dioce-
san priest, and a Dominican friar who is a priest?

Diocesan priests are those who are under
the supervision of a bishop. Religious priests are
under the supervision of their local abbot, prior, or
major superior of the order to which they belong.
A Dominican friar is not necessarily a priest. Fri-
ars (Latin: fraters — brothers) are what members of
mendicant orders such as the Dominicans, Francis-
cans, Augustinians, Carmelites, etc. are called.

It is pertinent to discuss monks here as
well. Monks (Greek: monos — alone, solitary) first
referred to as hermits or anchorites; later ceno-
bites, who lived in community. The Premonstrat-
ensians (of St. Norbert, circa 1100 AD) who fol-
lowed the Rule of Saint Augustine, the rule we
Dominicans follow, are credited for one of the ear-
liest attempts at combining the role of the contem-
plative monk with that of the priest. This is just
what our Father Dominic did a hundred years
later by forming a laity that would adhere to the
contemplative goals of monastic life with an active
apostolate. The appearance of the friars, according
to many scholars, was an answer to the failure of
the secular clergy (that is, diocesan priests) to per-
form their task of ministering to and educating the
faithful about the faith. St. Catherine of Siena was
quoted, “On whatever side you turn — whether to
the secular clergy of priests and bishops, or to the
religious orders, or to prelates small or great, old
or young, ...you see nothing but offenses; and all
stink in my nostrils with a stench of mortal sin.
Narrow, greedy, and avaricious ... they have
abandoned the care of souls ... Making a god of
their belly, eating and drinking in disorderly feast,
they fall thence forthwith into filth, living in las-
civiousness...feeding their children with the sub-
stance of the poor... They flee from choir service
as from poison.” A scathing indictment maybe,
but one that should make all mindful of his or her
duty to Christ.
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Sources: Coulton, GG., Five Centuries of Religion,
Cambridge University Press, 1923f, 4v.; World Book
Encyclopedia, 2003 ed., s.v. Priests; The New Catholic
Dictionary, 1929 ed., Domine, Da Mihi Hanc Aquam,
http://hancaquam.blogspot.com/

June’s Questiorr. With the Pope’s visit to the Mid
East and Africa this spring, he is meeting with many
Muslim leaders. Benedict XV1I often mentions what we
have in common. What do we have in common?

If you wish to answer, or have another
Question of Faith, email Faith at
elumened@verizon.net
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Announcing The 5™ ANNUAL

,.rt\ Accepting
LP.-L entries NOW
. through July
rige for
31, 2009
Poelry

A $10.00 entry fee per poem to help offset
publishing and mailing costs.
The Open Theme, preaching with poetry,
is in effect this year.
e Any preaching poem
e No “prayers”
¢ No graphics with the poem

Open to all members of
the Order of Preachers

Website: http://www.oprize.com
Email: oprizeforpoetry@hotmail.com

Send poetry to:
OPrize for Poetry
PO Box 6331
Chandler AZ 85246-6331

P.S. — When you enter, please consider sending an

extra $10 fee to cover the cost of our “prison chapter

brothers”, who are unable to come up with the entry
fee. Thank you.
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g CREDITS
St.l\fll?;;ph EX TRA; EX TRA,
HEathear Read AIll About |T!!!!
BI. Xl?(eit of Any News?7?7?7?
Bergamo

Please send any Chapter or Regional News,
May 10 Email submissions to your

St. Antoninus Regional Editor See eLumen Credits below.
of Florence

eLumen Credits:

May 13
Our Lady of Fr. Juan-Diego Brunetta, O.P. Provincial Promoter juandiego@op.org
Fatima Lay Fraternities of St. Dominic — Province of St. Joseph, USA
Ms. Dorothy Murphy, O.P. Provincial Council President redceltop@rcn.com
May 12
Bl. Jane of Editorial Staff:
Portugal Mrs. Faith Flaherty, O.P. Managing Editor elumened@verizon.net
M 20 Mrs. Helen Tice, O.P. Layout & Design prouille_1216@comcast.net
I = d Mr. Pedro Saavedra, O.P. Puzzle psaavedr@catholic.org
Bl. Andrew Mr. Michael Kelley, O.P. Caption Art
Abellon
Regional Editors:
May 21
Ascension of Mrs. Faith Flaherty, O.P. Region 1 elumened@verizon.net
Our Lord Ms. Anna Donnelly, O.P. Region 2 Donnella@stjohns.edu
Mr. Louis Pizzuti, O.P. Region 3 loupizzuti@yahoo.com
May 27 &
Bl. Andrew Ms. Marianne Jablonski, O.P.  Region 4 veritasl8@verizon.net
Franchi Ms. Therese Errigo, O.P. Region 5 OPThirdWashDC@aol.com
Ms. Jan Faye, O.P. Region 5 ifaye0817@aol.com
May 31 Mrs. Mary Cantwell, O.P. Region 6 MDLCJTC®@aol.com
Pentecost
Contributing Writers:
Mr. Raimondo Di Bona, O.P. Dominican Rule & Commentary
Mr. Ronald Scott Question of Faith
Mrs. Karolyn Smith, O.P. Dialogue of St. Catherine of Siena

Mr. Richard L. Barbuto, O.P.,, J.D.  Justice & Peace
F Dr. Karen D. Poehailos, O.P. Vital Signs and Veritas
Dr. Joseph Hagan, O.P. Guest Writer

WW W, 30p. org
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